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Dear Committee Members.

Yl:::: {f-",",y11 and r.am the n19u{ mom of my 9 year old son, ondrej, who is both
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Sincerely,

seeing my child exceed expectations because of having been given the opportunity to startschool at age 3 and receive extra time to work on.skills, proves to me that when we invest in giving ourstudents with disabilities a little extra time to achieve, ii puyr offmajorly in the long run.I also serve as President of the Bozeman Area-special Ed prA and the number one mostcommon complaint I hear about Montana's system of special education is that we are one of only 2states in the nation that does not allow students with disabilities this crucial schooling between the agesof l9 and 21' As Montanans, we value the rights of ru.tr p.tson to be able to achieve their dreams andcontribute to our so.cieJl as a whole. By giving o* yo*i adults with disabilities the chance to havetwo years at the end of their secondary education to focus on acquiring the skills they need to achievetheir maximum potential, what we *".,"^drv 
9o_tng 

is greatly increasin! their chances of being able tofully participate in all aspects of adult life and do i"-!tni"g that is r"rfrrri"g *o beneficial to theircommunity' It is a very short period of financial investmerit that can ana wlt completely change ourkids'entire lives' Each person who gets a chance to envision their life as an adult and work on theskills they need to achieve that vision, is a person who is a lot less likely to drift aimlessly and end upsitting unfulfilled as their abilities and self-esteem fade away. Unfortunately, this is not even the worsrfate that could await our children if they aren't given opport*ity to succeed, as a hugelydisproportionate number of them ultimately.nJup inc,arcerated. Not only does funding specialeducation to age 2l make sense from a human dignity perspective but also from a financial one. It iscertainly more fiscally responsible to provicle trr"L tt"o years of education to head offpotentiallyhaving to pay for someone to receive care for their entire life because they *o" o"rrl"d the opportunityto reach their full potential.
Thank you for your consideration of funding our kids education to age 21. I dearly love livingin Montana and I can't wait to-see our great state join the 48 states that already have this legislation inplace saying that we support the rights;f our yoring adults with disabilities to achieve their dreams.
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